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WHEN LEMON LILIES ABOUNDED

By Ben Killingsworth

them now — were just starting to make their way up

of people, like George Washington, maybe, important to our mountain. They came for many reasons: some

events, like WWII, or per-
haps things like the inven-
tion of the light bulb by
Thomas Edison. But let’s
add something else — some-
thing you probably never
thought of before — or
maybe never even heard of
in your entire life. We’re
talking about the history of
a flower — not just any
flower, mind you, but a
flower that plays an impor-
tant role in the history of
our beloved mountain.
We’re talking about the
Lemon Lily.

Now, if weren’t for the
fact that the Lemon Lily is
such a beautiful flower,
most of us would be famil-
iar with it — at least the
name. But, you see, it is so
beautiful that when you see
it, usually growing beside a
babbling brook, you imme-
diately think about having

one at home growing in your very own garden. And
that is precisely what happened to our Lemon Lilies —
the ones that used to grow in abundance alongside
Strawberry Creek, and elsewhere on our beautiful

A grayscale picture of the beautiful Lemon
Lily does not begin to do it justice, so just
imagine a bright yellow flower, growing on
a five-foot stalk, along Strawberry Creek.
These flowers probably bloomed at night,
then stayed open for about 76 hours.

to make money in the logging busi-
ness, some to escape the hot summer
weather down below, and others to
play in the snow. But, most of all,
they came to admire the natural
beauty of the trees, the gurgling
streams, the abundant wildlife that
populated the mountain in those
days, and, of course, the beautiful
Lemon Lilies.

Lemon Lilies (Hemerocallis Lilio-
asphodelus) grow up to five feet tall,
usually in moist soil beside the banks
of small streams at altitudes between
4,000 and 9,000 feet. The flower is a
native of northern China, Korea and
eastern Siberia, where, in times past,
at least, the locals didn’t limit them-
selves to just admiring its beauty, or
smelling its fragrance — they also ate
it, and used it for medicinal pur-
poses. It’s been growing in gardens
since about 1570, and was first
named by Carl Linnaeus in 1762.

Linnaeus became fascinated with
plants and their names when just a
boy. After disappointing his parents

by not entering the priesthood, he decided to study
medicine. Yet, he still spent a great deal of his time
studying various kinds of plants, since the study of
medicine, at that time, included botany because doc-

mountain — a mountain not quite as beautiful as it
once was, thanks to the near disappearance of our vast
supply of Lemon Lilies. Well, how the heck did that
happen?” you’re about to ask.

To answer that, we have to go back nine or ten
decades, to a time when visitors — flatlanders we call

tors were expected to develop and prescribe medicines
derived from plants. Linnaeus earned his medical de-
gree in 1735, the same year he published his book, the
Systema Naturae, on the classification of all living
things, which, although much changed, is still in use
today. Continued on page 2, See Lemon Lily



Lemon Lily Continued from page 1

Flowers, when you stop to think about it, are
a very important part of our lives, and have been
since the days of the caveman, who painted pic-
tures of them on the walls of his cave and in-
vented myths glorifying them. Today, we not
only grow them in our gardens in order to enjoy
their sheer beauty, but we use them widely to
express love, honor the dead, congratulate one
another on a variety of occasions, beautify our
homes, and even as the focus of one of the big-
gest and perhaps most photographed parades
known to man — the Rose Parade, which, of
course, is made up of dozens of flowering plant
varieties, almost certainly including the Lemon
Lily.

So here we are, smack in the middle of one
of the finest Lemon Lily growing areas in the
country, and most of us would be hard pressed
to find one if we had all day. So why don’t we
just go out and buy some Lemon Lily seeds,
take them down to a nice moist spot with plenty
of sunshine next to Strawberry Creek, stick them
in the ground, then come back in a few weeks
and enjoy the fields of blooming lilies — maybe
even pick a few and take them home.

But, it’s not that simple, because from seed,
to bulb, to flower, takes about four years. Not
only that, but if the seeds you planted have been
pollinated with other varieties of daylilies,
there’s no telling what color the flowers will be.

Yet, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could
somehow get our Lemon Lilies back — enough
so residents and visitors alike could enjoy them.

Well, it’s going to happen, if, that is, the or-
ganizers of the Lemon Lily Festival have their
way. The festival will be held right here in Idyll-
wild on July 16, 17 and 18, 2010. It is being
sponsored by the Friends of the San Jacinto
Mountain County Parks (better known as the
Nature Center), and the Idyllwild Garden Club.

For up-to-the-minute news about what
promises to be a wonderful event, log onto
LemonLilyFestival.com. Once there, you’ll be
able to sign up for a newsletter and stay abreast
of what’s going on.

The steering committee meets every Thurs-
day at 1 pm at the Nature Center.
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By Bob Smith
How to Order This Great Book
About the History of Idyllwild

You are invited to cut out this form and use
it to order one or more copies by mailing it to
the address below.

First book: $26.95, which includes tax and
shipping. Additional books: $24.75 each.
Please send me ___ books.

Enclosed is my check or money order for

$

Name:

Mailing address:

City/State:

Zip
E-mail address (Optional)

Please mail your check, payable to IAHS,
along with this form to IAHS P. O . Box
3320, Idyllwild CA 92549.

To see our ONLINE INDEX for this book, go
to the publications page on our website,
Idyllwildhistory.org, and click on the blue
link.

If you have questions, please call (951) 659-
8725




Challenge Grant Target Met

Once again, loyal members and friends stepped forward to meet a challenge!

After Bob and Adele Smith this past September challenged the community to come up with $12,500 in dona-
tions and pledges by December 31, the gifts poured in. Ranging from $10 to $1,000, every donation helped push
us along. In a photo finish, on New Year’s Eve the mail brought checks sufficient to reach the combined $25,000
target and then some.

We’re now running the gauntlet of Riverside County’s Building Department to obtain our permit. Watch for
word of the ground-breaking. We hope to move in by summer’s end.

A happy new year is dawning for IAHS, and we deeply appreciate the generosity of the more than 130 do-
nors, whose contributions large and small combined to produce a successful capital campaign. If you missed out,
donations are still more than welcome at P.O Box 3320, Idyllwild, CA 92549..

Challenge Grant Donors
(* indicates major donors)

Karl & Joy Allgeier Idyllwild
Patricia J. Altman West Covina
Charlotte Anthony Idyllwild
Mr. & Mrs. G. M. Ashcraft Idyllwild
Ann & Bill Bashford Idyllwild
Terry & Charlene Bauman San Diego
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Beck Santa Barbara
Ted Belden Lake Arrowhead
Dr. & Mrs. Harold L. Bird, Jr. Palm Desert
Jeanette Boller Venice
*Nancy Borchers Idyllwild
Maureen Boren Palm Desert
Jorgine & Barney Brause Idyllwild
Earlie May Brosterhous Hemet
Nancy Brothers & Laurence Shute Idyllwild
*Ray & Corrinne Brown Idyllwild
**Harry Bubb Newport Beach
Jeanne & Jerry Buchanan Idyllwild
*Pete & Suzy Capparelli Idyllwild
Jim Carlson Idyllwild
Daniel & Sharla Carpenter Idyllwild
Kay & Blair Ceniceros Idyllwild
Sanders & Mary Chase Los Angeles
Charlene Chindlund Idyllwild
Alexandra & Richard Clark Osterville, MA
Diann Coate Idyllwild
Morry Copeland & Dick Dorisse Rancho Mirage
Lorel Cornman & Will Johnson Idyllwild
Bob Cox Idyllwild
Richard C. Davis Moscow, ID
*Harris Demetre & Terry Casella Palm Springs
Dawn & Jim Deshefy Laguna Hills
Milford Wayne Donaldson FAIA Sacramento
Dolores Ellison Idyllwild
Stacy Emmons Long Beach
*Nancy & Jack Fletcher San Diego

Continued on page 5



LOOKING BACK AND DRIVING FORWARD

By Ben Killingsworth

Imagine this conversation, one that might years from now people will be getting together
have taken place 80 years ago, around 1930: and formin’ clubs — you know, Model A clubs,
“Hey, Bob, is that your new car?” where people get together and drive different
“Sure is, George — a brand new Model A Ford places and have picnics, stuff like that.”
is what it is.” “George! Are you listenin’ to yourself? Have
“Boy, I'll bet you lost your mind?
that set you back a Why in the world
pretty penny!” would anybody want

to do that?”

“Well, by then they’ll
probably have cars
that can go even
faster, like 70 maybe,
and then cars like
yours will be collec-
tor items. Rare, if you
know what I mean.”
“George, that is the
stupidest thing I ever
heard of. For one

“Sure did —
three hundred and
eighty-five
smackers! But
how else you
gonna get a car
with a water
cooled 201-cubic-
inch motor? It’s
got 40 horse-
power, but even
with all that

After the long drive from San Diego to Idyllwild, the San
Diego Model A Club Fords take a well-deserved rest while
their owners enjoy a guided tour of the Idyllwild Area His-
torical Society Museum, courtesy of Bob Smith.

power, it st_ill gets Photo by the San Diego Model A Club thing, if a car were to
25to 30 milesto ! go over 65 it would
the gallon.” probably blow out all of its inner tubes, and if you
“My lord! How fast will it go, anyway?” didn’t crank your windows all the way up the
“Well, I've only had it up to about 40, buta  wind would blow your hat right off your head!
friend of mine got his up “And for another thing, Henry Ford kept

to 65 — can you believe  building the Model T for 18 years, which goes to
it, 65 miles an hour?” show you how hard it was to come up with some-
“Good grief, man — 65!  thin’ better. Eighty years? A car that can go faster
That’s gettin’ up there — than 65? I don’t think so, George! I think you’re
that is flat out flyin’! dreamin’.”

Has she given you any Well, George may have been dreaming, but,
trouble?” as we know, it was a dream that came true. There
“Yeah, but just the once. are, in fact, Model A clubs all over the world, and

W.e e not sure where I was headin’ up that one of them, the San Diego Model A club, just
this picture was taken, : - =
of who-took it exeept | Do highway to Ilel— paid us a visit. .
that it is Highway 74, wild when she boiled About 20 members of the San Diego club,
which had just opened | OVer- I had to park her  which just celebrated its 50™ anniversary, drove
in 1929. We’re not alongside the road and  their Model A’s up the mountain on October 23, -
even sure it’s a Model | go look for some water, 2009 (there was no mention of overheating), and
A, but it definitely like maybe in a stream,  stayed for two nights at the Silver Pines Lodge.
looks like one. Photo | or somethin’. During their stay, they stopped by our mu-
from The San Jacintos | (Now here’s the part of ~ seum and were met by Bob Smith, who gave
the conversation that them a special tour.
may surprise you) For those of us who aren’t in tune with such

“You know what, Bob — I’ll bet you about 80 matters, Continued on page 6 See Model A’s
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Challenge Grant Donors (Continued frompage 3)  (* indicates major donors)

Bruce & Carolyn Ganoe Fallbrook
Norma Brandel Gibbs Huntington Beach
Harriet Hill Glass Hemet
K. E. Goddard Huntington Beach
Richard & Janet Goldberg Idyllwild
Susan Gonzalez Mountain Center
*George & Charlotte Groty Moreno Valley
Sherry Hibbard Prescott, AZ

(In memory of Evangeline Sumner Simpson)
*Bob & Lorna Houck La Mesa
Stephen & Noreen Hudson Palm Desert
Johnnie Johnson Idyllwild
Barbara Jones Idyllwild
*Ben & Nanci Killingsworth Idyllwild
*Robert & Susan Krieger Riverside
Dan & Mary Beth Lazzaro San Diego
*Carolyn & Richard Levitski Idyllwild
*Jane & Daniel Levy Pasadena
*Bill & Carolyn Lowman Idyllwild
*Janice Lyle Idyllwild
Robert D. Marshall Idyllwild
Bert Hope McDaniel Long Beach
Betty McElfresh San Diego
Leona McGaugh Mountain Center
McMullen Family Idyllwild
Bill Merkelson Van Nuys
Sharen Metz Idyllwild
*George & Sheila Meyer Otter Rock, OR
*Allen & Lenore Miller Idyllwild
Joyce Miller Santa Ana
Mary Ann E. Miller Idyllwild
Catherine Miller Palm Desert
Sue Miller Hemet
Walt & Liz Mueller San Diego
Marjorie Muir Idyllwild
Burdette & Frances Nelson Julian
Robin & Dan Osgood San Diego
Earl & Peggy Parker Idyllwild
*Elizabeth & Walter Parks Riverside
Alma McGaugh Peters Mountain Center
Joe & Raphael Plunkett Diamond Bar
Ralph & Cathy Priem Hemet
Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals Idyllwild
Harry M Quinn Mountain Center
Karen & Bradley Radis Torrance
Rainbow Inn Idyllwild
Larry & Gina Randall La Mesa
David R. Raposa Los Angeles
*Shirl Reid & Nick Adamenko Idyllwild
Dr. Marc Reis San Diego
St. Pierre Family Idyllwild
Percy Schultz Idyllwild
Donald P. Sherman Palm Springs

Continued on page 7



Model A’s Continued from page 4

it may come as a surprise to learn that the first
ever International Model A day was celebrated
on July 26, 2008. That’s as close as they could
get it to Henry Ford’s birthday anniversary,
which was July 30"

The club is affiliated with the Model A Ford
Club of America, and has patterned its constitu-
tion and by-laws after that body. Yes, they have
a constitution.

According to Wikipedia, “The Model A was
the first Ford to use the standard set of driver
controls, with conventional clutch and brake
pedals, throttle and gearshift; previous Ford
models used controls that had become out of
date and uncommon to drivers of other makes.
The Model A's fuel tank was located in the cowl,
between the engine compartment's fire wall and
the dash panel. It had an optic fuel gauge and the
fuel was distributed to the carburetor by gravity.
In cooler climates, owners could purchase an
after market cast iron unit to place over the en-
gine's exhaust manifold to bring heated air into
the cab. A small door could be opened or closed
to adjust the amount of hot air entering the cab.
Model A was the first car to have safety glass in
the windshield.”

Now, if you don’t believe it was “High

Tech” just check out the instrument panel in the
photo below. I can say from personal experience
that the speedometer
(shown at the top of
the oval window at
the bottom of the
panel) tended to wob-
ble back and forth,
making it difficult to
tell just how fast you
were going, and even harder to establish a top
speed record as I did on Magnolia Avenue in
Riverside in 1945. (The wartime speed limit was
35mph.)

With my foot pressing the accelerator ( we
just called it the gas) as hard as I could, the fend-
ers on the old car began to vibrate as if we were
approaching the speed of sound, which is what it
felt like. The speedometer, which bore no resem-
blance to a modern day speedometer, wobbled
toward 60 mph, inched past 62 (give or take) and
finally hit 70 mph, which, as it turned out, was
the best she could do. That was the last time I
called on her to try and crack the sound barrier,
which probably saved me a couple of pistons and
an intake valve or two.

But I have to say, that even to this day, the
sound of a 4-cylinder Model A engine, is like
music to my ears.

-

Visiting members of the San Diego Model A Club after enjoying their tour of the IAHS Museum.
According to their website, they had a wonderful time.
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Photo by the San Diego Model A club
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THE COMPANY WE KEEP
November 2009 through January 2010

NEW MEMBERS
Founders Circle Sponsor Individual
Carol Murrel ~ Newport Beach ~ West & Laura Allen  Corona  Jeannette M. Boller ~ Venice
Julie Wright Reilly Santa Ana
RENEWING MEMBERS
Founders Circle : :
Blair & Kay Ceniceros Idyllwild Family continued :
Chuck & Sara Clayton Idyllwild
Benefactor Deanna & Richard Collins ~ Idyllwild
Daniel & Jane Levy Pasadena Robert Hewitt Temple City
Sponsor Jerry & Peg Holsclaw Reno, NV
Charles & Charlotte Bird San Diego Noreen & Stephen Hudson Palm Desert
Stacy Ann Emmons Long Beach Bill & Ginny Millard Rancho Mirage
Bill & Carolyn Lowman Idyllwild Liz & Walt Mueller San Diego
Janice Lyle Idyllwild Anthony Pearson Glendale
Phyllis Marling South Pasadena Brad & Karen Radis Torrance
Betty McElfresh San Diego Gina & Larry Randall La Mesa
Rita Rothman Studio City Connie Stewart &
Anne & Doug Walker Palm Desert Adam Dawson Santa Monica
Joy Woodman & Ed Hansen  Idyllwild Carol & Will Summers Laguna Niguel
Contributor Individual
Doug & Maureen Boren Palm Desert Josephine Cody San Jacinto
Morrie Copeland & Barbara Czescik Del Mar
Dick Dorisse  Idyllwild Bonnie Doshier Idyllwild
Earl & Peggy Parker Idyllwild Norma Gibbs Huntington Beach
Famil K. E. Goddard Huntiqgton Beach
T_Xe B & Adele & Ron Voell Idyllwild
rry Bauman . 3
Charlene Wagner San Diego Bill Waring Falm l?esert
Annette Wassell Idyllwild

Challenge Grant Donors (Continued from page 5)

Joyce McGaugh Silberstein

Silver Pines Lodge

Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Stephens
Connie Stewart & Adam Dawson
Shane & Ashley Stewart

Donna & Carson Struthers
Joanne & Jim Tenney

John Thomford

Linda & Larry Turner

Deidre & Joe Vail & Sons
*Charles & Loretta Van Orden
Adele & Ron Voell

Wilder Cabins (Pat Litfin)
Denise & Mike Wimbrow
Charles Wix & Kay Wanner
Lloyd & Shirley Wood

Joy Woodman & Edwin Hansen
*Jeff Wu

Anaheim
Idyllwild
Anaheim Hills
Santa Monica
Idyllwild
San Diego
La Palma
San Diego
Idyllwild
Walnut
La Quinta

- Idyllwild
Idyllwild
Trabuco Canyon
Idyllwild
Idyllwild
Idyllwild
Irvine

(* indicates major donors)




Be sure to visit our wonderful museum!

54470 North Circle Drive
WINTER DAYS & HOURS
Saturday, Sunday, and Holidays, 11 am - 4 pm
For special tours and other business, call (951) 659-2717
Our e-mail address is Info@Idyllwildhistory.org
Visit our new website at www.Idyllwildhistory.org

Admission is free Donations are welcome

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name(s) Address

Telephone Email Address
Please select one of the following categories:

__Individual $15 __ Family $25 __ Contributing $35 __ Business/Organization $35
___Sponsor $100 __ Benefactor $250 ___ Patron $500 __ Corporate $750

If this membership is a gift, please list donor’s name and address:
Name Address
Please make your check payable to IAHS and mail with this application to
TIAHS, PO Box 3320, Idyllwild, CA 92549
All dues and contributions are tax deductible.
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Idyllwild, CA 92549 Organization
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